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LETTER 

■ FROM 

A MiPifter in the Country, 

to » Member of the Convocation. 

TlLgok'd upon it a? a good OtncH, wtWB the 
\rii Proftor that \ btatij of chorea to f»va 
ocfition, was yon, of whofe 
mpet< anc} Jjidghient I have 
!, ^E fafu of which fe ft» 
« I^ad you not invited it, f 
5 $r^m to give yoa m^ 
! Matters Whifh f hear are 
tQ your Confideration in that 

'Df.grej«1inpo)rtar\ce to ouf 
«mch I am certiin of, in 
refeft of its P.od^rine, Wotflii|!, an^ Qrdef, is 
i(iSric()r to none upgn ijie race pf the&rth. 
Ajd Aewfote what 5Pe ought ulith all irtpgiaa- 
- " ' ' ' '-''- B ''■' ■ ■ '■ '■ -.i-ble 
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blc care at all times to preferve, but in this pre* 
fent Jundure more efpecially to refped. 

For if what Report, and fome Letters, and 
the Queries fuggeft be tjrue, we have reafon to 
fear, there is a Cloud hanging over us in the 
CommiffioDL lately fct up, that portends no Ie% 
than Ruin to our Conftitutionj by takii^ awajr 
the two main Supports of it, our Liturgy atM 
Epifcopacy. 

A matter, if true, you. iCannot be too intent 
upon, nor too refolute to oppofe; and if fuch 
things be complied lyith by y©u,'aad thde of 
your {Ution> you muft be falfe to the Truft re- 
pofed in you, and to the Church of which yoa 
are Members, Minifters, and at this prefent Re- 
prefentatives. . . \ v. 

Biit;I muft cpnfels to you, I begin tp, thiaj|E 
ihftt we havebeeii imposed, upon by the Ar'tifilas 
of ibme» and the Credulity of others; for ha- 
ying met with a Book, called, A Difiourfe con^ 
i^rmg the ^cclefit^kal Cemmij^on, and conyerjs'd 
•f late witixfeyeral difcerningand imparttal Pei> 
fens, that have penetrated into this, matter fur-> 
ther than fenie of us, I find that there is litt|e. 
elfe ii^tended than what you. and I, and'feveral 
of our Acquaintance have thpujght would be ra-r 
ther for the Advantage^ Se(:urity, and Honour of 

our Church,, than to .the Prejudice and Detriment, 

• - .<" .... ■.■...• 

of It. 

Andif there'fcelhingof thefe things, and lay- 
ing them io fome Order before you. wiUbeof 
any ufe to you ( as you pretend ) \ ftall (as the 

timcL 
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time wdi pernucji da my bell ^oanfwer your 
de0res ; arid in dilcotirfing upon which. 
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I. I Ihall (hew, that there are fuch things in 
our Churchy as are in their nature alterable ; and 
what they are. 

i. That there are fuch things in our Church 
which may be altered, and the Church not the 
worfe for fuch alterations. 

y. Tjfiere are fuch things as may be altered, 
and the Church be the better for fuch altera- 
tions. 

4. That this is a proper feafon for fuch altera- 
tions. 

I. That there are fuch things in the Church as 
are in their nature alterable ; and may upon jud 
Occafion be altered,has been the conflant Opinibn 
of our Church ; And which for the Authority of 
it, and tAe Excellency of its Reafoning, I fhall 
choofe to fet down in its own words. It has ieen Preface 
the mfdom cf the Church of England, ever fence ^^, ^^^T 
the firfi ccmpiling cf her Fuhlick Liturgp to keep ^'^^ ^^ 
the Mean. Between the two Extreams, of too mkth 
Jliffhefi in refufing, and of too much eafene^ fH ad- 
mitting any variation from it. For^ as on the one 
Ide common Experience Jbeweth, that where a change 
Been made of things advifediy efiallifhed ( no 
tifident I^ecejjity Jo requiring } fundry inconvenient 
ties have thereupon enfued ; and thofe many tifhes 
more^ and greater than the eviis that were intended 
to he remedied by fuch change. So on the other 

B % fide, 
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fidct forticid^ forvs 4^ Pivhe W^i^, And 4^ 
Rith and CtremoMtet tiffvintedio ie tjfed tiiavh 
leing things in their owfi nature tndifferent ani Al- 
ter mU^ and fo ackncwkJffdt it is hut r.eqfoiifihle, 
that upon weJigJity fudimfw-tant Cw^ier.4t^^ ^. 
cording to the various exigency ef fmes W Ck^ 
dons, psh chants and akeratiom fiou^ U wade 
therein, as to thofe that are in fiace vf Astth^y^ 
pjould front time to time, jfeem either neci^v fr 
expeMent. So the Homily of Fafting^ Part i, ftf 
.Ar*k/e 34,&:c» . . ^ 

So that fetting afide ( what in this cafe is td jbe 
^ppolfed ,-not cftncamed ia the prefeot ©eb^te ) 
the Eflfentials belonging to our Religion, arjJWr 
Church ( without the former of which it would 
not be a true or cooapleat Church, and iritifiout 
the latteif it would not be our Ciiurch ) th? re is 
nothing hut what as 4t*s alterabJe, ;fo may ja-ij^ 
Circumftances «be aheredi 

a. Tl^re are fudi things in «tir ChfiFch ^s 
jnjyr'b^. altered, and the Church not be the wof-fc 
for fuch alterations. Which , Rule HnRpofes »ttie'A4- 
/teraaons fuch as are .tpwf^ftent w^b i^A^^^ 
Seourity d£ our 'Church. •te& 'ihckeing^ W>e<f- 
h;jf are exdutled.4' 'A>ch.as will not .^llpw .aifftt- 
tional Chufchi ^pifcppacy,, .and a U^wi)^* *^«*& 
the Security, and fo a?e «xdb4e4 fncbiA&r^tiifls 
as will do «nore misfchief fcgr ^ividiigg ai$ ^^o^ 
o,ur feltes, dtian good by uniting ptliers -ft? ^i». 
And fuch =altei aligns 'I cjonc^ve wioyld he .^fee 
n^w raodelliijgof feheXrwj%y, j^nd «he (orhyiiig 
wholly the «fe of the eftabJiftwd-Rk^ .^nACore- 

moni^ 
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moniest If the matlecs |)rOpofed for Alteration 
be of the former fort, there can be no Accom- 
ttttKJatloni if 6f tjie latter, the time aud feafcn 
are to te relbe^d, ni ^dl as the things them- 
felves : wiiicn will allb be debated in the ciofe. 

Setting afide the Objeftions againft the Eflen- 
tids of ^ur ChtKchjas not to our prefent purpofe : 
the reft may be comprehended in this otder : 
"^ The Katendaf, The Service, The Rites, Reor- 
dinatibji, 5abfcriptiOrt and Declaration, Govern- 
ment and DifcipUne.^ 

i. The Kalendar.' A^di^ereIn tlie firft thiog 
that 5$ tolle confid6red is the ^(?cr^/^ the Books 
trf which being only of Humane .CD.mpofiire^ave 
not odty bee^i :ali aloqg objected agaiTift b^; Dit 
. fent^rs, but allb wiftieq by many an^on^ qxht 
f^lves might be^xdhanged for Leflons out of the 
Canoniqal Scripture^ as !bytheBiihops, an^ other 
igll^ifGopaL Bivines^ affembfed to cor^OTr of tjhd^e 
matters in 1 641 . It's acknowledged that Jbme 
6f tiiefe Bppks contain matter of ejccefftent ulfe, 
and hftve been anciently read in .the Chriftian> 
Church. But the fitft of thefe is no Rqafon for 
(fhofc^Bociks vv^ich contain fbirn^s neither.jjrofrtar 
^le'nor trae: nor c^n it be >)r atiy fbrt^, .ulien^ 
there are.Qiapters .of Canpflicafl Scrfptare, xh^ 
may With ereat prdfit be redd, aod ate onjitted. 
for their faXe. 

(i.) rf Any of them were anciently read. So 
^Gre Hermes Tajior^ and Ctemeps Sofnanm . And 
if that is a reiftfn.why the one, 'if Va reafon why 
.What we have of the Qther Ihould 'be read affp. 

(z.yif 
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'(x)Tf tlicy were rejid,then,we Jkno^^ what mit 
clief enfued from it , when .there; were fomb 
'of thie . Anciients thought too &vour9ble of faoib 
of them : And the Church of Rme has of A|h> 
cry pha made them ~ Canonical ; To whom our 
reading of "therij ^may, be thought to give too 
n»uc,hco9ntenanceA, r . ' . . 

To this- 1 may add the revUing of the Pfat- 
ter added to our Liturgy'; which though m 
its time , and before a better could be had> 
The Pro- ^js. of fingulftf ufe-, yet feems now not fo 
*ieaaLf defenfible^ when there is a more correif'vd qeir 
kfr,p.i%oMiads. A mpre<orreH \ca\\ it; after the Bilhop of 
1682. Corkf fiace thofe that will take the pains to com- 
pare thiis wirfi the original, cannot but be fcnfible 
of th? manifold variations of it from the Hebrew, 
feme while. fidding Phrafcs andVerfes; aaother 
while leaving out, and frequently m,i(laking ,the 
fen!^ofit; And aslear-ned^menobferveihis/o vul- 
gar Readers may foroetimps fiqd the inconfiftency 
o( on^fran^atioH with the bther,which. mull needs 
create ho little fcruple in their mmds by having 
ineonfiftent, as well as cohfufidn by haying di^ 
Jerent Tranflation^, And whereas it's pleaded the 
people are afedto' this, a^d.fpme fo a» to have if 
by heart, I anfwer, the people are ufed at home, 
and by the Quotations from it in Sermons and 
JBooks, and Paraphrafes iipon it in Print, to the 
other.Andjf we compute' how few come to daily 
Prayers to thofe th^t do not,and haw few of thofe 
that do conie can repeat the Pfalms memoriter to 
thofe that cannot,the number that maybe prefum'd 

will 
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will te for the 6ld,wiII be inconlGd^r^fe to thofe 

that will be for the n^w. Befides^ if this were 

true, its an argument only for the prcfent age, 

and not for the next. And which if it bad been of 

any force, there could nevcir rcafdn^bty harb 

been any fecond Tranflation of the Bible after a 

firft ; for what they had they were more, iifed to 

than what they had not. Thefe are things the a- 

forefeid excellent Bifhop , thinks will eafily be 

.'granted,/. I xo. ;'/ '.';'' '-' . 'V ' - \^ 

" * 1. As for the Service .1 ftjaflconfider It in ano* 

;thef place / and'fliair thetefoV^ ribw pafs to the 

'j/Rftes and Ceremoflies.^^^ granted. 

I. That 'the Ceremonies that we. are obliged to 

obferve arc no other tlian what are'^r^/crSri/ in 

ih&mk df Cotiimofrl^ray^r rirtd W'Bowinfe^kt 

the Nam^ of Je^^^^ antfjibwirdthe^l^ltai^j hmnU 

not tH^ein ptkfcrihff:/Art^^ the 

-;:; x. i feke it for 'granted Ifia^ the Ring tii Mari 
'^ b ik now onfall rfide^ accpunte^' a meer Civil 

^ not a ft^ffgipuV^'i^^^ an\} fo wh3i ttma?o,are 
x)hly*fiie Sutpfice,the^'Grdf5K ahd Kntfelift^ arthe 
^amenfr :;/' : , ; •/;\ ./ ^' « '^^ 

.3, I take it for granted again, that ff the cir* 
cumftances ;of times and ftatc oP the Church 
iHikt it mot'e tleeelSry to !ay.«nj; gf them afide; 
or alter thent,. than to contitiw^'tHe ufe of 
them, that it's then law^fut and reafonable accor* ^ 

ding to the Doftririe of our Church , to alter or 
aboTi(h them : And that though they have been 
.qtivcr fo venerable for Antiquity; fince everi 

thofe 



AiPoftotol lit lnvB bcsfl f Ittdgsi or prohitwaj 
when the c^fe was ilieted , or md Te r^uired ; 
u U WM in the jioftMe M thePilRvw www$ the 
J^)^^, tJmiine 9? C^ls^mting the Lptcfs Supper, 
thf; Hplj Kift, aid tos-Fsafs in thf Primitive 

.- pqt bow imlifl«(in« iQSve'f the ttyogjs'.iiw. in 

jl)eq)fdve% iBd^pbjftfbs'mtar^nH the thing v* 

ries not, nor b betteroJ by the ufe^pr n;ac|c visxi 

« of then) i yetl 

,auf cir;un))^aoifes 



qmrtHig prflUjef- 

WCty is not JO hp 
yithoMretjunjiig 

ivn «iUl hw4(y »? 

th«¥!(trew(yK4 

few,, <h8Kte! 

hi tteothwBW 
^bffli be BO Schifin in it, And ihwefere to (uxom- 
inodjte fliis matter, ihme bjive (hpi«ht it oijff 
o;iivf{)i;9r (ol9>t« the ctk wholly indwecent'^' to 
w^o(mtii^^r»SuJEB<», Xfmot SQtijfe'thf 
Crols, to kneel, fland, or fit in the L^d'i$ $^» 
Kt; hutiam^aidinftpidofiwitifig^would 
jR9(e4ividei!S, wd fc( Ctalgy fpliq/I <5te 
ffif, and PwrI* Wft Pwfls. TO ,i<9W«iiW3 
WW W4 %'Sy- An() frefete tp TOjDofl, 
epipipn, the hett «toW * •>* «» w t°Mv^ 
%ue I^ubrickf ««wn MB W 6« ^Oftftf vfcw 
^«ali?^ (hF Qiutrf) (Jsth i»f« afldr/^uifl jhein,, 
(withoiffl ^heJiitiu a W Deii/fatinfi If^ef ^t^frr^jjUj, 
,. . ' *d 



tigation.. As (qt inftapc^ if the ^ioifltr ro: be i^ 
inittcd^.jfik'fqiTOla tlwiiK of the Sur|>lil» or Grofsy 
tipofi appHcz^on to the fitfiiop, another mav be 
lippoitjted t^b do that Service. AfKJ if one of tfie 
Laity fcMd' tl^ tii^'of the'Gh^ theMu^er 
may fa^f^tilltt^a W.bKe JpB^^ttze ^tfi66t 
\tt Oiff^Kmi^\e'^'9MrmeAt, tbat'the 
pettoafo ferupling may have it delivereii unto 
niffl in another pouorei provided it be not at tbe 
Table,-' biit^ia fomeiconveniehc Pew or Place -ap. 
pointed fo:-<th6Mi<iiftef. '' 'Aljd'thefam^ couriq 
may be men ftnr Obdfatb^s, iK^idi if the Piireae 
i^ai,fies'hef cannot procure; or isr not fttiified ia, 
tt fhall be lawfttl for the Miniffer to accept of the 
Sponfion <^ the Parent ' • • ^. ' . , . 

4. «(f(»f'ift*i^i%=^'rh»!' lithe ta!^ of tliofette V-i^ 
titemtnffw k&«tS Eptfc#al Oi'ders.^iAit MVirf^' 
been Oidaint^b^Presbx^t^,; tfibftHihlr UmS 
tmrful to renounce thiimf and i^6 be. Remtlaihe^ 
where they have been talready Q^ined. 

And'they ^l^dlbi; themfdves ; * \ 

Tha^'thbugh^ bjr-tiie-late ^Ct-of'Parfiatneni? 
done are to be adnhttbd tpidiliciate'itf^JttKIIhureijf 
Of £)^/Mi/-\vtthbui t^OkipiA.OMitiktvioryetit 
was not fo before. :-'^ , " ' . . ' '!:.'.^ 

For-, i: the Ordinattbn ^f Presbytert was by * „ ; cI 
our Chutcft ^acc»JiiritticJ'^!ilid, th^flgti'libt every «JioV 
Way ^rfgft; iM'^bi^^^ vtfUt^ fuffefedT to ei '' 




X. it was not only (a withFbrfeignda,' Jwt aUb'Bp*/»«/&. 
thofe that werb made PrcA)yeers by-ft-dsbyters iti's.^ 
■' * C Scot* **^*^ 
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Mm'. w^iteW feWPft'.tsfiQ'ia^ i^.foimid^ ; , 
"wa)(',WQ,i(nocEu. AwJwitW^Wjv^ns rtloig^ 
!»\ixh£t3kiae.iV/iX: tttc occaCsri Qf:$cl)i(ni. 
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5. 'p6ckratiops at^^ TheforidBr 

refpeds the SerV^ice-iffobk/tlfc ktter rbe. Arti€le& 

As all poblick Forms fliould be ib compt^'d as to 

See zhm X^^^ ^ ^ many ioto its CommunioD, as is coor 

ch4trus I. "i^fteiit with theConftitution and (bif prefer vatioo: 

2Jj^ So ought all DecIaratioBs and Subferipdons to ao- 

Raoficati. fwer the lame end, and to be drawn up in fiicfa 

2«^ words as may be for the peace and eftablifliment 

"*^ of the Churchy the cafe of thofe that are to Oft 

date in it, and the prefefTation of a good under- 

ftandbg among them. And I pnfwade my felf 

it would havi^ be^amore fi)r the good qF the 

Church, if what is now. generally underftoiod by 

the* Declaration and Subferiptk>n were more 

{plainly exprtfl ; viz. that the former is to. the 

Vfe^ ^ the htter'to the Articie^ as* Artis^les of 

^^ Teacc and CMc$rJl ..This is thcKnfe of lArchbi* 

p^^ fi)6p Laud, if t inkferftancf him^t without doubt 

5t. ^2. is that of Ardibifl^p BramhaH, and Mr. CbiUh^ 

w§rtb ; add it is not to^ be doubted, but that to 

^ make tlie whole the m.oreeafie,;ft is fit either 

S. I. c. If. d^t' the* ArVid^ Ibbuld Be brodgbt tththe Sub^ 
^^ icriptiifni, or the Subfcriptiod to the Articles. 
iatmx 8» For diofe great men at the &me^ time as they 

22^ hdd th^t the coffftamtDcffriM^ibtCbMrJ^ if Eng- 
9L land u fi pmre mJ OttbcJox/ ibat tbere mErrmr 

m itj wittcb ntajf wecefitate #r warrant awf mam U 
Afiwrh tbt Tca^^ar renouMCC the Cmmum^tfiitf do 
intimate(by the qualified fenfe they ^ve of them, 
as Articles ef Feace, and the Native fenfe they 
allow a Subfcripiion in, fo as mai te camtraJiS 
tbem,) that there may be fome Dp£lrines 
held by the Church whKb good and honeft men 

may 



k*»-. 



may have fome fdiiple about, or flofbe ^dsiSed 
In. And it may be fuppofed again, that a good 
land honed man may qoellion whether foch ja, 
Subfcripuon be the Subfcription which the Church 
did intend, or is (atisfied with ; and therefore 
though he could fubfcribe in their fenfcmay i^k 
it unlawful to fubfaibe. To apply this to 
the cafe of the prefent Conformity, fuppofe we, 
'not a DUIenter^ but a young Student, (][ualified 
^iby a competent ftock of Humane Learning and 
^knowledge in Diviflity, thinks of entring into 
.Holy XMers, and as a prudent and good Man 
. firfl of all conHders wbar 6e is to do. ' The fifft 
thing'he meets with is, .that he mud declare his 
jfffeigneJ ajjent ftfJ confint to the ufe of aB and 
every thing containedt and pr^crthd in affii ff the 
*Bpoi^'tf Cemn^ amongft 'which he 

'fiQdsi the ^ocf^pk^ . is to be read. Now upon 
^r^ding perhaps Or. ^wA/j.^or I3i(hQp C^ns.&t 
upon'that Argument, as he is convinced of .what 
qurChrcb hoTds^that chpfeBOoks are not of Divine 
Authority; fo alfo for that re^foo, that ibnie of 
ihem contain things which our Writers prove to 
Ix manlfedly falfe. Upon this he Qtjerfesi whc- . ^ ; ;^^^ 
'ther he may lawfully read That in the Church as V ' , ! 
a Leflbn for the Pfeople's Inftruftioo, which he te ,i j.^sv 
convinced is falfe? From thence he proceeds to 
thc'pfaimSf and as iie knows there are two Trarr- 
llatipns in ufe, fo he thinks him&lf bound to cori> 'Zt .^ 
pare them,* and upon Comparifon finds thefe in ,- 1 'i 
Ibme things ihconfiftcnt, and one time the one to 
<Jeny whju the other affirms. Now frace but one 

of 



1)(rt^ flii\ lift tfuc hk queftjwij.wl^iber.whgp 
peis; U) q&LbQtlv fte m»y graHe the Tejit coocnir 
i)iO^ tt lelf. aad tn tLi^. Qeslk re^d wHd ttl^ Qt4» 

pr wUtt ih^Ifiirm an^ the New, xtaiA^bQ r^ef- 

He prqceedii ^rUier^ ^d cocne^ tp the Qreedfs, 
V^lxdfiBi tb|^ of Aifi^fiiim i$ th^ larger; aqi 
((Hi^y^bc pxefiwisd ftiQuld be the pfa^n^, iiR.h^ 
^jft^ ^q q(MVQ^t(ee hV^cXts, pT it, apd: though. I^ 
,tt.«bM»to[y: $t^W in the P^^^trioe c^ ifife ^. 
.crwl Triqitj^, jiutthe t)fejty„^the Sqij^Hp^ 
^bojD(4 .yet ftp GpA^ ^ |p!t iX^te.betw^ t^e 
ajf^i X«^n ChyD<;M aljput the;^r«(^M (^ 

^1^? .^. lb»qiMar* wMhqr this b^ ^ fi^a^. , 

iiiSQi4!AKid«.pr. tb« Faj^Ji. . vtich excifi^ < m^ 

h/kvt .putbf^^^ H, camttj^ h jweitf ' Rv^ tlie 
tbii^ (^^ftm IS*, wbqt^r he m^ ^led^tt, t^ 
Qncfilf ^uccfa.in a ftate oCpfitna^itrQg for.wh^^t 

4$ ^iej^iah«t>f:^r wbpt&C(C it H^ FugcknfJcntlf^- 
tVJp,Q«;iipfri ^ tj^i.i^ ijiqu^iriQnablfe he fifK||, 

W*' felfv nQrwas.QrJgu)»U3f eit.Kfirio thr,N'ff*«- Cint- 
tSI!T. ?y:>^LC»!fc<^) pr ^liww^ Ciwi. Nor la%. 






i« ifj f^^JclwJgfcf bj?^ Q»>r Oiqte^w^ich,, receiving 
.the. foj^jji ,fWl Gfipccai: Coujpcits, cPnfc<jt(ei«Jx 5" 
SRqp?f wwl», tl?i! laipi,. thH,Qf .^^*9K >*^hi^h^to?<lfc 
^■^ z, pBcooiptocy Decree, a^rjf alt AMtitttfjiJif 
Aa. «. «M<& berf^nt/tjbt Creetl: From whence^ it„fi4 
lpw$ t^t xiPtbi^ elie. \k«s. then accpapje(f,iiece^ 



i^ 1^ ||C:)|l^y^ .iKHt W|«K W^ 

'fi(irf^y4 • • >; '■ Js ■■'■'' ' ^ 

tnthefe matters I know not; but I fu j>pofe tJn^ 

iHb, whether it will not ' be tf^v^ip ^ InVI^ 

fbt Cbn'deo^iu^ 3qpom9^ ^\^ -onr* .■^^^ i^trh 

t^UMd. it na^ite 9cpi;^U ^I)a)i4(^ wn to be 
aopUoid f lily to t^.d^t xii(Umte% <)^ ^ 

; Tpciwaiwx* ^jhich4cw> fiIyc.ocG»M^BfH^ 

4pfit, io.i|, «s wqIUs toJ(he £>i(]CeDteKii» a.^^ ii|9ilW» 

toTcverd oT the:Q»^ ^ ^ttlj^Jvifep it- .) 

,jjJ^«wlinpw>Pi[9ceedtj(^tb^ Ga^<^^ of 

th? gbM).ia^cathe^iet4;ljipg4eui^^^^^ 
pi0^ntei^ is, tl^at theErcsljytefy m^ ^'ff Ai^ 
r^d to il^aqdeni: Priviledge ; Yod tfaat t^ ^if^a^gk 
\|^oqld con(itlt them, and permit them to ihare in 

all 
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all iAsbeldngtng to their ftation, Which it*s Itke* 
ty.wQul4 be a gceateafe to, and alfo be.foif 
the honour of the Bt^op. - i't Vi^oold. make' him 
more beloved by his'Glerfflr, and take off from 
him what-ever he rijay fiiftr, Svhien he isyonc^ 
by any n»f*govemmeht. He would- -then bb as i 
Efift. 6. cy^rUm tev^teaqeA by .all,when he dc*h as he^'hal 
Bid nbtMng without thdif alfiftanoe and cdifcufi 
fence. ' '. ' ' '.. ' ■ . '"' 

- 6, The laft thing cQmpliined of, i^ the want of 
dueDifcipltne,and d^eciai^in the^perficiaij(niiBg 
forth of Excommunipations.'A matterindeed hidily 
ftandl3ldus,ahd that b'coitipbffi^d of by. the Chorcb. 
a^' weir as thofe ttut diflent firbtn 'it. - J^nd is a 
Subjeft' therefore worthy of mature, con/ideratioa; 
iind to ifbat^Htftve it. 

- thav^now (^lonfevwith^^the Cafe of Di^nters, 
Mdh&itfteWed.ho^ there ar^ Alterations (nay 
be niade In the Church in favour of them^ and' 
the Church not be the worfe for them. 

Againfl which I knoUr not what can be reafona- 
biy objeded ; but that either whi\ can be hoped 
for from themi though the Church ffionld be di(^ 
pofed to make fucli Conce({ions, ftdaxations^ and 
Alt^ations? where are they that will come in? Or. 
if they arefotiifpofed, apd fhould embrace thefe 
Overtures, what /Advantage wiH this be to the 
Church? TcMfhef5rftf AnlWer, ; ^ 

t . It's but trying upon rucb terms as the Church 
will not be the worfe for ; add if ir -facceed nor,' 
the fault will be theirs, an^l not burs. We "fliair 
thereby ftifle their Clamours againft the Church," 

''•'■•'••' and 
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&fld ih^li ](h6^ otir felves to be perforis of Ctadour 
l»d Chaf ity» and I may add Juuice and Integrky. 
.When the Church having it now in their (tower do 

irform what they fo lately pronaifed by their Bi- 

i6|« when it was nofc m their poWer, w«. That 
thty ivariteJ tio due fendernefi towards 0lJfeHterSf lut 
were wiSit^ io erne to fitch a TefMer oi J^oitld he 
ibougbtfity when that matter JbouU he conjidered and 
ptkaifi Pariidment an J 'Convocatum. Wd linow not 
how &r fiich fteps inay prevail upon the moft di^ 
fatisfied, but we ra^ be certai^ of their due e^edl: 
tipdn thbfd that are fincere and Impai^iftl. 

But it nuy be ^id, wtitt need is there of ludi» or 
What benefit will it be to thet^hUrdh to admit tbofeii 
who when kept out^ are EneaueSi and when let in, 
Will be no friends ? ' 

To this ( aniwer in the words of theVenerabJo 
Prelate before quoted^ Th^emewy in teha^ ^ wbomih p^ 
Thave JfoUm are in helftg already^ andvs^ Preach it^flam 
fomeiohere or other i and ^tk tetter we had ihm i^/^^**"^*^ 
puhtick than f* corners, thatfo the Church ettbet hadj^l^^'^' 
Security for their feacMtte Vi^rine^ (which /verilf 
iilitve tte m^bave us io nl(ifi ^ them^^ or uppfrtumi'* 
tks fo CMvieljhem of SiidUion. V^bat iie uuth .fur* . 
ther is wortlitT ^^ PJ^rufal^ add is lyficjeot to put 
the Querle but of Countenance, vii. 

But J have otherfft^s Arguments th^ move me. 
^ wh6 ask^ 



t. To thm who asK^ What need tf mort*Onioni 
i reiufn^ tPpai need tf MoTtnefs 4 Uibat need i^God- 
lipefs,, Charity^ j»fiice^ dre thefe Chri^iun Duties^ 
and is not t/n(on and Psf^ M much fo? . 

X. I am andmtlfi Id in the mindihut theftr^ngth 
of the Prote/iant taufe, ioih 4)ere at borne, and through* 
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out ChtiJUndom, lieslntheVnitmcfProtefiann^ and^ 
the Glory, Futlty, and Tower of Chriftianlty in this 
Worldy Jland or fall with Frotejiantifm. 

3 . / fnuft he fo ingenuotu as to acknowledge^ That 
though the City and divers particular flaces^ flourijh 
wi/h fuch Preachers as never ^ they haJlefcre, yet the 
my of Preaching in many parts of the Country, and in 
fome no oifcure places too ^ might Be much impr(n)ed 
and needs fuPpty. And it can never he made out to 
the World, tut it were hotter we bad too many good 
Preachers, than too few. 

I could tell fome meri in their ear^ They alfo have 
jirangely multiplied Curacies^ which are too often va^ 
cant: The Lordjdrgwe them, and redrejs this great 
nil in his Church. ^ ' ^ 

' Having cleared this Point; flha 11 proceed toilaew 
3.e«iiofai. J. That there are fuch things in our Church and 
Conftitution. which may he altered, fo that the 
Chofthjlhall b^ the better for fuch alterations. And 
this is' a pafe would require bur confideration, al- 
i;hough tbbre was not a Diflenter amongfl: us. And 
(that m^y be, by taking away what may be fpared, 
and that fommime is fuperfluous. .By fupplyingr 
what is waritinj^, by clearing What is^oubtful; by 
amending what's amifs, and imj^royihg ' what is to- 
lerable and well^ fo as to make it yet more benefi<-^ 
eial and folemn: 

(i;)^ By taking, away wlkt may be fpared.. And 
here it may well te queried, wiiether it $ oot better 
both for Minifter and Pfeople, to. hiVe the Sunday 
Service fliortned, than continued to that length that 
it has at prefe nt- For the Pebple, who (whatever 
fome Devout Perfons may conceive, or howfoever 

. ' ^^ ^ * ^ ^' they 
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they may be able to ktepiip their minds and temper) 
are ape do fiagand hftve tl^ir Spifiti tlr^d and cloyed 
by a tedious arid prolbcSerVice th&ne're (b devout^tid 
if for the lake of the wieaker,rhe Church^bas thought; 
fit to bcezk the Service into parts^and Colledsi there 
is as much reafon, why the whole ihould be fo con- 
trived as to fall in with the fame end. But if we ' 
proceed to the cafe of' the Mtnifter^ it will ieem^ 
more^neo^ry, upon' whom' the Duty lies too hard, 
if the whole is to be performed as the Rubrick re- 
quires, without any relaxation. The Service of the 
Church, as it's not to be contrived only for the mbrtf 
feriousand devout, and thofe that ^ have full leifure, 
but for the whole Body, as it's tnade up of Perfons 
of.dffitrent tempos, i^^r. fo it's to be fo ordered not 
as to fit the City-Clergy only, of thbfe that are iit 
better circumftances of ttelping themfelves, but the 
whole r And we are toconfult and provide as^ well 
for thofe that have no help, as thc^fe fbktf have! {Tor 
thofe that havc^reat Cures, ais well as thbfe that haVe 
imall ; ibr the i^rrh and aged, as well as tUe healthy 
and young. Into whofe place and cifcumlftances Vou 
of the Convocation ought to put yourf€lvcs,if taey 
will judge aright, which' if tfiey did, I -believe they 
will ^fay of thoTe that are of anoth^f * mind, Whiat 
Bifteip S(mderfoh &id of his Brethren ;at i\it'Sa*(jy\ 
upon the like occafibn. That they were taking a mrfe 
to kiU the ii^ertour Clergy. If Perforid were to try 
the harder as; well as the eafier conditiotf, furely 
they woiftld be nwref moderate and^* co^d^fcending* 
And if any areytt tobecflfti^indedylettd themdowti 
tofoiYiePaiilhes we krtow,fo? aM dmhito eafe tlie poor 
Minrftcr by reading Prayers, add Preaihiog at his 
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Cburcbi then trodtt t auk, two* or ^faiee on Ibor 
is ill Wdlher and ud ways to iervt a finafi due* 
diM feturo to read Prayotac hone ; and atEiren. 
log, after all bis labourt (it doWn with Bread and 
Qieefe, and (mall Beer, and 6e how he lihis k 3 
Or if he likes not this, let him go to fatm poptK 
Ipus Market-Town, where the Boirthea is great, and 
the Ptiy very finall} lethtmlUid aqd Prcaefaia the 
.MoroingT iod the like again in the Afternoon ; oe 
if not Preach, yet RtaJ^4Heb^^kriffi» and £«r* th^ 
Pead, and Fi^t the ^ck, and come home rcaoy to 
&int awi^y wi^h the Servicf . and he forced eoget to 
a warf9 Bed for want of Cordial o# Wine» and iiidi 
fefreflKHRBIs* Aod^lierall let hiro eaofidcr what 
it is 19 do this Month after MofUh* Year after Ycar^ 
till the fpiritsof the poof man ait qniie exhavftcd, 
^ hi Uogoiihes away with a CMttflipcion } or 
is furprijed tlvou^ tm heafe$ aod eoUs with n 
f e^ver , that etles hinn of his chengp. And then 
come to yonr Coovofiation^ and tdyTthem wbethiP 
Ibe Service be too long or oo. 

Nay J perfwvde ray feif thefe Gentlemen that are 
^us reedy to impofe burdens upon otiiei?. woidd 
then be of the firft that ooibpImo. For this isqiuca 
99orbsr thing to^ what it is to walk Mm a ^iranii 
^uie |o a Cathedral, and (or half an hour tarn over 
%$erW()r-BoQkJiear a Serqnon,aQd return to a warm 
room, iod gpod 1^ in the cloTe of it Let them 
tha? have Curates and Conveoiencies do as the^r 
plesfe, but for God's lake let not them that hardly 
know wtat it is to do all the Service of a Cure 
throughout the year, or p^heps their life, prefcribe 
^ th& that weekly go tbrovgh the Office of it 

But 
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But perhaps you will lay» ho<v is tht$ to U doner? 
I anfwer firft, think (enfibfy of it, and you will iboii 
iSnd out a way. But howeirer to prevent^oy Qxm^ 

I. Reduce things to the former lUte they were 
in , and as they were orMtnally . ieveral diftind; 
Offices, k> let them be ui«i in their proper times 
and ie^fons. As for examipie* let the Communioq- 
Servlce be for a' Communion, and persons not oth 
liged to read ix but at that lealon * , or when t^ere ^Jo (fee 
is no Sermon. Mckms 

z. Why may not the litany be fhortned by eon- ctuos^ 
duding at the Lord's-Prayer, and leaving out wbitf {fSrfr*^ 
follows ; which (bating the Refpon&ls) l^ms not ^ bt ^t/a 
agreeable to the Order of a Lkwfy* 9,n4 was eoov Jj^^'^ 
pofed alfo (as we may gueis) peculiarly with refpeiSb tbtunff 
to a ftate orperfecution. And lb may be left to th(P ^*'' 
dlforetion of the Mtnifter to read or omit it, 

. 3. That at leaft tt be left to his diicretiqn again in 
Ihort days, and extremity of weather > Qoe.diy to^ 
road QQe part» and an«tlKr day another, and ali in 
two days. For why may not mt be permitted to 
be done io two davs^ which in fome Cathedrals is 
divided into'ievef;al nours of theiam^ d^y. And for 
the fame reafop, .e^pt^mWy where the people havf 
their Cattel to fodder. '^c. that i£ he per omitted m 
the Afternoon to leave out the firft teilbn, or the 
Ukv> that fo they may be allowed to do that, 
which otherwife (bmetimes th^ are forc^ t9 do 2 
Andtbat neither their own Conuienqes be bwnper'd,, 
nor they ei^poied to (he raih Cenfures of ikin^ of 
their 9ver-rigorQus , and yet too o^.Qot over I9. 

borious Bretnren. 
1$ may^ be confidered further whether in the 
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Weekly. Service in the Country Parifties, it's not to 
'bft left to the liberty and difcrction of the Miniller 
«tp fife the Prayetsf without the Ileflbns, and fefpeci- 
zWy the £ha)iy ?ibne on iVeifnef^^i or Ftiidays ; that 
To the people by hpt being kept too long from tlieir 
Labours hiay be encouraged to come to the Pray* 
^rs. ft teifig far better to have Prayers* alone than 
to have the dooi^s ftiut up for Want of two or three 
to thake^n Afletiibly. ^' . '\^ 
\: If it be feid this Liberty add tXfcretion do too bfteh 

J not meet together in the Curate, 

: -^ I anifwer, it*s great pitj^ if it be fo , but I fliould 

1^1 ' v-v thirtk he may be reafpnably "thought competently 
:l v. ^ Qualified to -brder thefe t^ir^s ihtt is trufted v^^ith 
^,: !:l-ffie Souk' of the People. tritbeotfierwife^lettheBi^ 
' ihop that OrdainSy and ^Archdeacon that prefents, 
end the Reftor that provides the Curatcanfwcr for it. 
There are fonie things of the fike nature left to 
diicretion, as in the Voluntary Prayers, the Cener^ 
Tbafffivin^/&cc. [ . _. . \ ' \, ;; 
(% .; There my be an alteration to the better by 
fupplying^what is\vanting in the Church-Service. 
And of this fort are (i) an Office for receiving: Pe- 
mtents^fter art* Apoflacy from-our Rdhgibh;} "or in 
the cafe of publick and notorious Scandal, (i) A^ 
Office- for receiving Perfons abfolveB after fqkmi^ 
Excomrtiunieatibn, Jnto our Contmiinibin!, (3) Aa 
Office for the Prifons, confifting of Prayers tb jbe 
^d in them, and efpecially at Executions. ' ; / 
• (jOBy amenditrg what's fir to beaiilended.Th'at 
-I may not be miftaken in the Cafe : I do^ i . befbre- 
band declareSvhat Dr. Featly once (aid of the ZJ* 
/«rg)f before the laft Review., to be my opinion. 
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Tiat the JBooi rf Common PrUyer (the Kaleniar Being Difptrdipt 
refcrmeJin point of Apocryphal Saints and Chapters^ f*i6y&^c. 
&c.).M ihe mufi compleat, perfeU and exaSi Uturgy^ 
i^the thrift tan Worlds x. That ( as the Preface 
to the Liturgy faith of the former) it\ doth not 
contain any thing contraryto- the Word of Gad\ 
or to found Do£irine , or which a Godly man may- 
not with a^ gpodconfcience ufi and fnhmit to; ;and 
I Svill add what he not only lawfully , but coixip^, 
f(Vtab|3^ xnay jpyn ip. 3 ./ (As U %QQiMi).ihat it 
dathnot contain any things Meh h.mt^ fak^y Mfinfi^> 
tie agmnft any .that fhall oppofe the fam&; ^itJbaU^ 
he allowed fucl^^ jiff, and favourable conflruSion^as in- 
fmmon eqiiity ought ,ta he allowed- to^^l ffymane 
l^rifinffi^i&Lc. /And whpa l^jiveiflltawftd^ltfeB^ 
thiqk it mway^Jxu^ 

dike has; faid, viz 'fhcForm of Ifimine Servici MOT^coLofing' 
ififorce iy Law^ may be ackno'wledpd capable of a- ^v^tnas 
mifndment^ without difparagement either to the wfdom-^^^^j^^ 
if the Church that prejcrihed it^ or of the Hution that ^mhts^ 
Enabled it. For it may in the whole be tbc'beft i^SX^fif: 
itskind» and what a godly nian may ufe and fub-niopof 
mit, and contain nothing but- what \s.(o\bir&\rly^^^^^^ 
cfeifenrible.. Arid yet if wecQOie ttiortnipo^tiiegi-^^^ * 
<]^uire iato it< it may have, fomis thiogsrobfcure &ndi 
too doubt^Uy exprcft^ -it^na^y be iaiw; Phttftology 
liaDleto.mi&ppiication, through chang^e'of wtrdsy 
ttm^s and aHairs^ it may be foinetimes.«tQO fanciful ;• 
t]b\at iS|,it,may in.th^ whole be qf^fuli. and divoutt^ 
an A. m all the parta {of it toleifableljand tkftaP. 
fib|ei^ where yet it isnot to l^ fiDpvoendediiaQdVa^^ 
pjWed* t IJiall pafSvit.pycr as «aflJSf[**s-l«afc^ijTt^^ 
giye ^ jjew Inft^flces^ of each>, .'.:...: 1 «> ..; 
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I . Tiiere ut feme tMngs obfeure. is ifl die Prmr 
for the Oergy, lf%» tflMv iki«r^<^ ffeai Marvehjani 
Jnmy &c. 80 in the Colieft for Trinity-Sunday, Wh§ 
Im ffvtn Ut gyne iM the ftwer if the ^hUhi Mijif^, 
f> wetJUp the tffrity. In the proper Preitee at the 
Comtnvinian (or TtiwitfSi^diy, That wHtth we be- 
lieve of the glory of the Father, the ftttewe befieve 
of the Son, m of the Holy«Qhoft, mHkt am J^. 
fmme w meftiitit^. In the Ptttyer before the Oom- 
maniMi, that mr fiif id Mies ma) ie.mdt ikmt fy 
kk hi^t aiuf dor fkii w*/M thrfUgh to inojf preei- 
etmiUBd. in the O/Bee of Bftptiftti-^fiy ^tr t<». 
i^9ffkfwUUiei9nt/Smiiit«1kMi^6et]^tditi,Jl^ 
fiaOifSt tpottt. Ill flw O^ of Macrifflony, fm 
ity Mtdy I iAm vmfitf. In chat of Buriali Frnfmch 
0tit ikok fUi^ Almitkty iMtdtahtit bk^elf, 6te. 
wjich iappofM Diftiptine \ add thefeft>re where Dit 
ciplkie is HOC enstk'di ifshafd to ttfeitin all eft. 
Jb^viMioatafwthirBifdkMioa. Soare there fbme- 
itimes in tteCblkdi the <j|ee obfcuiritv, » tfa^t of 
StjIn^Sni/ul^ wtKre the Prctiree and the Mdon 
(at it ieeioi) wiM a bRter eoMeikm. So aHb the 
fuVt^Miay^^S^ffertkc $bnietime& agdn there 
avethhiBB very UtfbteioftiMtppfieatidn, as theibnit 
df AbMotim in ifae Office-for VHitfnfe theSkk, S; 
Ifi mtimrtpf cmmitmi n rke^ I affme'thte. Of 
which the Gfaur«h of R^im has «ade lb great ad- 
vanoiBe , ffau it vns the matter t)f a ptibtfdr tMf- 
potct ^Hee pritted» To this Hnty be added, ^ 
Anfwtr b the Cneehiftti , The IMv and Blntt ^ 
Chrifi >• vMfi^ anW^^ and Indeed taken and tt' 
eeived if the fOlifid in ike Jj»i>lit(fet. ' ^ch a- 
gain is that to weak Midd^ Whidd i» in the %'Asist*' 
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tsition for warning of. tlie Communion, Becaufe lis 
rfquifite that no man fljould come to the Holy Commu^ 
nhk lut with a fa/H truji in God's mercy, and with a 

'quiet Confcience. Such again, are thofe CdJlefts 
which too much incline to the Pelagian Phrafeof 
laying the force of temptation, and man's liablenefs 
to fini upon the frailty and not. the. corruption of 

"our^Nature, as the firft and x^th. Sundays after 
Trinity, Laftly, there are fome of the Coll^fts. that 
are too fanciful, and favour of the Breviary, as thofe 

" of St. Jjike, St. fohn^ Simon andjude. N jw after all, 
I do not fay thefe or the like things are not t<?kra- 
b!e, or d^fenfible,. but that they are pot only capa- 
ble of amendment, but In a fort do need it, 

(4.).The. Qi^ct^ of the Church may be improved; 
and of this I fliall give an inftance or two, 

I. In the Colledts, which, though good, may be 
mad^,. as I conceive^ more ufcful for exciting the 
Devotion, of the people,, if (wljere it may qoaye- 
rtiently be done )* they be (o fojrmcd, as to hive a 
refpeft to the Epiftle and Gofpel then read. This I 
perceive was a defign the Commiflioners of the 5^ 
voy had in their eye ; fuch were the third Sunc^ay in 
Advent y apd the fixth Sunday after Efipbanj. \t 
; was great pity they had hot time ( as I fuppofe ) to 
have gone through with the. whole; for we mtay 
eafily apprehend by what was then done, the diffe- 
rence, and advantage that might have been gained 

by if. 

1. In the Office of Confirmation, whighaf -it had 
notice given of |t the Sunday before,., by an Exhor- 
tation like unto that before the Sacrament ; and a 
Difcourfe about the Nature, Ufe, and Obligation of 
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it, immediately before the bi(h<rt> Confirms/ ahd a 
fcrious Exhbrtatioh'after it,WitfiLftWe fittlfe Enfar^e. 
4ncntsind Aherattohs; of the Colleftj, it would be a 
great means to recover the dignity &f that eicelleht 
Iriftitution, and to form in the minds of youth a 
greater fenfe of Religion. 

I hope, Sir, by this timS I have fdfficierttly re- 
vived thofe things in your mind which v^e have lb 
often entertained one another with; andf liave withal 
proved what J have undertaken, ab&ut the pcfTiblli- 
ty of making fomc alterations in durChWch with- 
out damage to k, and of making others to its ad- 
vantagie and honour, its quiet .dnid fccufity. It was 
eafie for me to have been copious upon this Afgu- 
ment, but I have endeavoured to confine' my felf, 
fince it is to you I Write, who are already fo ac* 
quainted M^ith thefe things, as to need no intruder, 
and witbal,l)ecaufe it's a task not very grateful to me. 
•fiut Ifbuft dbr fo leave fhfe Point, tor I have yet 
oAeBrdnch remains, which i!5 to (he W, 
4.GciieraL 4/ That this IS a fit feafdn for foch alterations. 
Hie laft refuge thole that are unwilling to hearken to 
this Doftrine, betake themfelves to, is, that thotich 
thefi^ alte^atbns are many of them fit to be made, 
yet this is not a time for it. Thii Was T perceive the 
mind* df fbme 6f ouf lljeighbdurhood \' tliat are 
iince gone up to fit as Members of your Convoca- 
tion, who tiot long i>ef6re their departure gave me 
this anfwer. I confefs this their reply much lurpriz'd 
me.'ffct afeaftmSzid I. Is tberfe any thing can make 
that not to be feafonable, which is alway a duty ? 
Is there any feafon in which we are not as much as 
in us lies to feek peace, and enfue it ? Was it a feafon 
for the Reprefematives of our Church, and for us 
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with them, to decltf e to ftit the W<»14 they trmtd m s Jbu 
Hndernefs toward DKTinters, and wtpc pHlUngto come^u fiteb 
a tifiifer aifimid U tbtm^htjit' whtntht mJtfer Jhmltt Uxoh^ 
fidttd dnd fitted in a FarHamki dPid CkfhoMhnf Wag it tlum 
their Temftr and a Stttjm; When thiey ^ere not^n a odddii 
tfon, when the King was agalnft k, and no Awliainent ot 
Convention to fettle it ? And is it not their 7emfif and a 
Stafan when they aire in a condition) when the King is Yor 
it, and a 'Parliament and Convocation in bdng to Confirm 
it ? And can we think the Nation has or can 1ror£|et i^,' al« 
though we dtot/t care to tentechber of perform it ^ 

Kot a Sedfon ! Was it a Seaton to^UnUe whtn we had an 
Enemy ready to devour us ? And becaufe he b wicb-drawn^ 
and for want of an Advef&ry, (hall wt ^id^ouii one another i 
Are we yet without danger ? And if n«t, h^eiv^e lefs reai 
(bti to feat, wheti We Vre divided t ^9 vv^ ste now> thM 
When united (a$ we yere t1ith'?)(9aVe'i^e'4^j^x^ tbi Sfhii 
of Unity atid Annty > and ire we nbw ^AaAtftrf0 oi'leciirl 
by the Fhlh of Cbntentioh and Obflfmacy > { It was obferv'dl Pmeftgnt 
by a Reverend Prdate of this Char A, Itak^ it io hagridte^ ^ioct-ma- 
fault* in Conformist to^ kfiiffand avrrfi' to V/ii^, than i^ any ^''"'P^^* 
6tber firt^ inajhntcb ik'tbe trimiples fPi'Pfo^fS'UH iriorttmly 
Cafbolic^ikitn tbofe ^any' otbtrTf^tm^ «ut if tlils^ bk ^f 
temper, the Doit^titts were CatholickS t6us t for ih^y^ and 
their Principles wtnt o*ie wiy, but* here we and our Prinet^ 
pics are two. * ^ • 

But, faid-f, fjippofe there wai never a Difinter in ttw 
Land, have I not known you wilHng, forward ttA defivdui 
tQ have thofe Alterations made, that (for ought 1 liter)- arid 
Mce to be prpjpo^d t6 jrou^ ? 'M have yfetf all oWfdddcn 
loft your Candour, a^ ^eilasyour friiegrtey ? And fliafttfhk 
which was before an Intirmity, be adopted itYto a State of 
Pcrfe9:tioii ? What do you think the Apocrypha aMe t(V vyc 
with Canonical Scrijpturt, artd'lheOW Tmnflation of th^ 
ffahnt to be more uftfuf -and mdre exadi thih <heNcw, and 
a State of the Churdh without Difcipline, more perfeA than 
what is under the Rcgitnent and inBuence df ft ? ' 

Of a fiadden I perceived, that one of ^my Friends gav« 
way) but at length the other interrupted me, and gravely 
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